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University Honors 
Four of Its Alumni 
A jurist, an educator, an agricultural 
scientist, and an engineer receive honorary 
degrees at Commencement. 
FOUR ALUMNI of the University of Missouri are the 
1966 recipients of honorary degrees, conferred by the 
University at the 124th annual Commencement ex-
ercises in M emorial Stadium, June 7 .. 
Honored were James A. Finch, Jr. , justice of the 
Missouri Supreme Court, who was the Commencement 
speaker, and Ward A. Barnes, superintendent of schools 
of the Normandy School District, both of whom re-
received Doctor of Law degrees; Harry F. Barr, vice-
president in charge of engineering staff for General 
Motors, and Douglas E nsminger, Ford Foundation rep-
resentative in India siDce 1953 , who received Doctor 
of Science degrees. 
Judge Finch, named to the Supreme Court las t year, 
long has been identified with the University through 
serving from 1951 until 1965 as a member of the 
Board of Curators and as president of the Board for 
10 years. 
A native of St. Louis who was reared in southeast 
Missouri, Judge Finch was graduated with scholastic 
honors from the University 's College of Arts and 
Science in 1930 and School of Law in 1932. He pre-
viously a ttended Southeast Missouri State College, at 
Cape Girardeau, where he returned to establish a law 
practice afte r h e was admitted to the bar. 
. H e served as a Missouri assistant attorney general 
i41 1932, as acting prosecuting attorney of Cape Girar-
deau County in ] 941-42 and in the airways communi-
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ca tion system of thc A rmy Air Corps from 1942- 1945 
with the rank of major. H c served as chairman of the 
Governor's Council on Higher E duca tion, a member of 
the Governor's Commission on E duca tion Beyond the 
High School, and on the Missouri C itizens' Advisory 
Commiss ion on Higher E ducation. He was elected to 
the Missouri Academy of Squircs in 1963 and rece ived 
the Phi Delta Kappa layman's award for contribution 
to education in Missouri in 1963. 
Judge F inch, as a student a t Columbia, was elected 
to membership in Phi Beta Kappa and the Order of 
the Coif, scholastic orga niza tions. H e is a member and 
former pres ident of trustees of the Mi ssouri Law School 
Foundation. 
MR. BARR, a native of E nid , Okla., studied mechani -
cal engineering at the University before taking a bache-
lor's degree in automotive engineering in 1929 at the 
Un.ivers ity of Detroit. H e has been with General Mo-
tors in various capacities since that time. The Univer-
sity recognized him in 1965 with an Honor Award for 
Distinguished Service in E ngineering. 
Since M arch 1, 1963 , Mr. Barr has directed the GM 
engineering staff concerned with the future of engines, 
transmissions, suspensions, vehicle structures and de-
velopments in air pollution control and vehicle safety . 
In addition he is chairman of the engineering policy 
group and general technical committee for the com-
pany. H e formerly was chief engineer of the Chevrolet 
Ward A . Barnes Douglas Ensminger 
Molor Division for seven years, and assistant chief en-
gineer both fo r Cadillac and Chevrolet after earlier 
service as a laboratory technician and other engineer-
ing pos ts, including chief engineer of the Cleveland 
(0.) Ordnance Plant. 
MR. BARNES, native of Webster City, l a., has spent 
36 years in the Normandy School District, 17 as an 
elementary principal and 19 as superintendent, and 
previously was an instructor fo r three years at the Uni-
versity and a rural school teacher for a year in St. 
Louis County. He is a graduate of Northwest Missouri 
State College at Maryville and took his master's at the 
University here. 
He has been president of the Missouri State Teach-
ers Association , Missouri Association of School Ad-
ministrators, St. Louis County Teachers Association, 
and Cooperating Superintendents and School Boards of 
St. Louis County and is a curator of Central Methodist 
College at Fayette. He has received gubernatorial ap-
pointments to the interim study committee on educa-
tion and the commission to study education beyond the 
high school, and was chairman of the committee which 
drafted the junior college law. 
Mr. Barnes received the "Page-One Civic Award" 
in 1963 of the St. Louis Newspaper Guild for his work 
in establishing the University of Missouri at St. Louis 
in Normandy and that year he represented the United 
States as a guest, with other superintendents, of the 
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Swedish government and Swedish industry for a five-
week study of Swedish education. 
DR. E NSMINGER, native of Stover, Mo., received 
agriculture and master degrees (in rural public wel-
fare) at the University before taking his doctorate at 
Cornell University. 
He joined the Ford Foundation in 1950 as repre-
sentative in India and Pakistan, and since 1963 has 
been located in India. He previously was a research 
assistant in the Missouri Public Works program, fam-
ily case worker in St. Louis, research associate in the 
Farmers Home Administration, and research assistant 
at Cornell University. In 1939 he joined the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture where in 12 years he succes-
sively directed rural sociology extension and the re-
search and evaluation branch, was a member of the 
U.S.-Mexican commission, directed the foreign train-
ing program and was coordinator of foreign training 
with the Association of Land-Grant Colleges and Uni-
versities, and directed the office of Foreign Agricul-
tural Relations. 
Dr. E nsminger gave the first Dag Hammarskjold 
Memorial Lecture at Columbia University and is au-
thor and co-author of a number of books on rural life, 
community development, and India. H e is chairman 
of the board of governors of the American Intern a-
tional School at New Delhi . 0 
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